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Dear Secret Origin Creators, 

‘Once again, the ghost of CRISIS ON 
INFINITE EARTHS rears its ugly head. 

In issue #9 we have the origin of 
Skyman (and it would have been nice to 
let all the non-INFINITY, INC. readers 
know why he is now called Skyman 
since nothing in his “secret origin’ said 
anything about “sky” or him having the 
power of flight, or anything else you 
would associate with a name like 
Skyman) and it doesn’t fit into what is 
commonly known as the post-Crisis 
Universe. 

it has been said that following the 

Crisis no one would remember that it 
happened. Yet Syl Pemberton remem- 
bers: 1) @ Green Arrow that never 
existed, 2) a “Seven Soldiers of Victory” 
that would have been six without the 
original GA, 3) that he was in a’time 
warp for years (since there were never 
any Earths but one, how could he have 
been trapped for years on an “alternal 
Earth?) and 4) that he was once a 
Justice Society member when the 
Justice Society never existed after the 
‘end of World War Il according toa recent 
Special. So from a post-Crisis stand- 
point, this story made no sense. 

By the way, would it have killed you! 
guys to do a follow-up letting us know 
whatever happened to Stripesy? 

The Flash origin was a little better. In 
future issues featuring “40s cha 
ters, you might consider having 8.C 
Boyer do some art. George Tuska’s stuff 
was as usual... drab. 


TE. Pouncey 
Wichita, KS 

The fallout from the Crisis has taken 
‘quite some time to settle and people.are 
still trying to get matters straight. The 
recently released HISTORY OF THE DC 
UNIVERSE should have helped many, 
including yourselt. But let's address 
some of your key points. 

Those who were witness to the events 
at the dawn of time in CRISIS #10 are 
the only ones who remember the full 
extent of the Crisis, To the man on the 
street, it was when some monster came 
to Earth and took the lives of many 
heroes (the events of issue #12). Soit's 
okay far Sylto remember the Crisis. But 
we goofed in’ not deciding fast enough 
about some details like the original 
Green Arrow and Speedy. Neither exist 
in the revised reality. as Syl's Golden 
‘Age team reverts to its other name, the 
Law's Legionnaires. He was still dis- 
placed through time by the fight with the 
Nebula Man and rescued by the JLA: 
JSA, The JSA, we note in this very 


issue, disbanded in the early 1950s only 
to reteam after the new age of heroes 
began in the 1960s. 

Stripesy, INFINITY readers know, is 
still quietly running his garage, glad to 
be free of his world-saving diities. 

Sorry you didn’t like George's art but 
you can’t win them all. 


Greetings, 

Roy Thomas faced two different chal- 
lenges when he had to rewrite the 
origins of the Golden Age Flash and the 
Star-Spangled Kid. In the case of the 
Scarlet Speedster, he was given the 
chance to improve on a story which by 
“Golden Age standards” was a good 
story. As for the flag-draped team, he 
had to salvage a story, which by any 
‘standards was a terrible story. 

As a writer, Thomas’ attempt to 
improve on the existing Flash story 
worked, but as the editor, he should 
have made a bettet choice for the art 
team. The combination was not right for 


“the character. When one reads, the 
“original story by Harry Lampert, ‘one 


sees cartoony art and caricatured faces. 

Lampert seemed to have realized that 
there is something visually outlandish 
about a man running at superhuman 
speed. Another artist who realized this 
‘was Mort Meskin when he drew Johnny 
Quick. An artist with a good sense of 
humor, like Joe Staton, would have 
been a better choice. 

The thing | like about the 1940s Star- 
Spangled Kid stories was the teamwork 
which could not be found elsewhere. In 
the case of Batman and Robin, or Green 
Arrow and Speedy, or Aquaman and 
Aqualad, the adult partner was definite- 
ly stronger and smarter which resulted 
in a lopsided team. And despite the best 
intentions of some writers, there is no 
doubt who has been in charge of the 
Hawkman-Hawkwoman team 

Since his revival in the 1970s, the Kid 
never regained his unique status of the 
1940s. Gerry Conway tried to make him 
a junior Starman in the Justice Society. 
Roy Thomas has made him the director 
of a team and not an equal component 
within the team 

This SECRET ORIGINS story featured 
the formation of the Star-Spangled Kid 
and Stripesy team, | wanted tose more 
of that special teamwork. It wasn't in 
this story 

Daryl S. Herrick 
PO Box 111 
Belchertown, MA 01007 


666 Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 10103. 
Jenette Kahn, President and Publishor 
‘Dick Giordano, Vice Pres.-Executive Editor 
Roy Thomas & Robert Greenberger, 


We beg to differ with you about SyI's 
role in ntinity, Inc. Sure, he put the team 
together, agreed to be its director andis 
running the day-to-day operation, How- 
ever, that does not make him a figuré- 
head. We have seen him put his 
costume on and go fight the good fight 
again and again. He alsohas some extra 
experience the others don't, so he is 
quite an important component to that 
team. 


Dear Roy and Bob. 

SECRET ORIGINS #9:had its ups and 
downs, and thus was not the best issue 
yet, but it was good enough. I'm a firm 
believer that with two origins per issue, 
‘no issue can be totally good or totally 
bad, 
‘One of the low points was the cover, 
the worst yet. Since the double-issues 
began, the covers had a good, solid look 
to them, certain feeis to emphasize the 
character featured, with each charac- 
ter receiving equaltime/space, Not 
#9—Star-Spangled Kid (or Skyman, if 
you prefer) hogged the cover, reducing 
the importance of both the Flash and 
Stripesy. The cover also hadno “feel” to 
it, other than the standard multi-char- 
acter action pose. 

There was nothing really new about 
either of the origins, either, but they 
were enjoyable nonetheless, simply 
from a nostalgic view. The Golden Age 
Flash is one of my favorite chatacters, 
and the slight expansion on his pre-hero 
days was welcome. The Tuska/Acerno 
art was commendable, some of the best 
Ive seen out of George recently. 

The SSK-Stripesy origin was perhaps 
even slightly more enjoyable because | 
had never seen it in full detail before, 
even though | knew the basics. | find it 
funny that this team started out bicker 
ing and disliking each other. The Grind- 
berg-Gustovich art had its weak points, 
but kept a Neal Adams-influenced fee! 
throughout. 

Overall, the issue gets an A- for story, 
a B for art. Not the best. but not the 
worst 


Anthony R. Cardno 
238 Center Drive 
Mahopac, NY 10541 

Dear Editor, 

SECRET ORIGINS #9 was a mixed 
bag. | enjoyed the origin of Skyman 
because of the Grindberg-Gustovich art 
Both are unfamiliar to me, but I'm look- 
ing forward to more of their stuff 
There’s a tad of Neal Adams-inspira 


tion thereabouts in their work. I've 
always thought of Star-Spangled 
Skyman (and why not use that name?) 
a8 a bit one-dimensional, with the other 
members of INFINITY providing the 
color. But his origin showed somewhat 
deeper dimensions, and in the best of 
causes, 

|! was a tad disappointed in the origin 
of the Golden Age Flash since it lacked 
career-long review. His career didn't 
stop being interesting in the 1940s. And 
with the “death” of the Justice Society, 
the first Flash appears to be getting the 
shortest shrift. He left a widow behind 
and that wasn't even mentioned in the 
special “good-bye” issue of INFINITY. 
Neither was the Flash himself, for that 
matter. 

| am aware of George Tuska’s long- 
term rep as one of the great ones (I 


gobble up back issues of Crime Does Not * 


Pay), but when it comes to drawing 
super-speed | don’t think he’s the one, 
The speed sequences looked a little 
awkward and his style made the story 
took overly "square. " Instead of modern 
art bringing 1840s stories into the 
present, Tuska stuck the Flash story in 
an old, musty time warp. 
Charles D. Brown 
39 Stockton Street 
Brentwood, NY 11717 


Dear Roy, 

‘SECRET ORIGINS #9 was yet another 
Great issue in this enjoyable series. | 
liked the combination of two Golden Age 
hero origins, though Star-Spangled 
Kid/Skyman is actually more of a con- 
temporary character than the first Flash. 

‘Anyhow, the SSK origin was well- 
done, providing some important back- 
ground on Skyman, who is currently 
playing @ significant role in INFINITY, 
INC. and on Stripesy, who is crucial to 
DC History and ALL-STAR SQUAD- 
RON. As you said in the letters page, this 
truly is one of the better origin stories of 
the day; the way Pat Dugan and Syives- 
ter Pemberton come together was 
inventive, unusual, and pretty darn 
interesting, even when compered to 
modern origin tales. Having the two 
Start out as hostile competitors, inspired 
by the same remark, was quite clever. In 
fact, they were both so proud and ego- 
tistical that it took @ real life-or-death 
situation to bring them together. | 
wonder: if Pat and Syi hadn't been 
captured by the Bundists and locked in 
the boiler room, would they have ever 
joined forces? 

The script was good, wisely focusing 
on the first teaming of SSK and Stripesy, 
and then summarizing the later adven: 
tures and events which modern fans are 
more familiar with. Only two things 
bothered me: 1) Exactly how old was Syl 
when he started adventuring? | assume 
he was 16 or 17 judging from his 
depiction but was he 13 or 14 as 
‘suggested at the beginning of the story? 
2) How could the Seven Soldiers of 
Victory not know Wing was dead after 
battling Nebula Man? Were they in a 
trance in that time warp? 


SUGGESTIONS 

Everyone has some idea of who or 
‘what they want to See in this book. Fall- 
ing short of the index to WHO'S WHO, 
‘we'll take @ ook at some of the requests 
that have come in from readers over the 
last number of months. 

Robert Beach sent in a lengthy list 
broken down into Golden Age Heroes, 
Modern-Day Heroes, Golden Age 
Villains and Modern-Day Villains. We 
will get to villains at some time in our 
second year but for now it's all heroes, 
and most of the Golden Age heroes 
requested are siready in the works. 
From the Modern Day list, none of your 
suggestions are planned but we'll 
consider some of them ... Joe Mason 
asks for Metamorpho, who is 8 good 
‘idea and we'll esk Mike Barr about it; 
Nightwing, for which we say, “buy last. 
issue”; and the Joker. We won't do the 
Joker here but come summer, he will 
star in his Own Special, coming from 
Alan Moore and Brian Bolland, What- 
‘ever facts we know about the Clown 
Prince of Crime will be revealed there. 
Eric Berry also sent us a lengthy list, 
‘emphasizing the villains he wants to 
‘see. We'll do some villain fact-finding in 
‘the future ... Phyllis E. Ziegler com- 
‘ments that varying the fengths of the 
stories makes sense to her since not ail 
‘origins are of equal proportion. We 
agree, She then goes on to point out an 
issue featuring short tales of the Clock 
and Ultra-Man, fronted by a Cyborg 
origin would be a winner. Sounds good 


The second haif of the issue's double- 
bill was also @ nice piece, and was 
effective as both a refresher course on 
the ongoing Flash character in ALL- 
STAR SQUADRON and a final tribute to 
the Valhatia-bound tragic hero of recent 
years. | liked this story, a lot, Roy, mainly 
because it filled me in on some of the 
details about Jay Garrick’s life which | 
was unfamiliar with. Never having read 
the original Flash’s origin story, | only 
knew the bare bones of his beginning— 
that he inhaled “hard water” which 
made him the Fastest Man Alive, Inever 
knew the other stuff—the tormenting 
romance with Joan, the facial 
vibrations, the Faultiess Four, and the 
wonderful irony of his nickname, “Lead- 
foot.” The script was smooth and 
intriguing, the dialogue believable, and 
the characterizations accurate, based 
‘on Jay's other adventures. The art was 
even good, though | am not a fan of 
George Tuska; his work always seemed 
blocky, uhdetailed and unrealistic. This 
time, though, inked by Jerry Acerno, 
Tuska’s stuff is fine—smooth panel 
flow, resilient human forms and pleas: 
ing. uncluttered line work. | think 
George has finally found the ideal inker, 
and | hope the two work together agai 
soon 


Robert T. Jeschonek 

129 Hostetler Road 

Johnstown, PA 15904 

Everyone trom the Law's Legion- 
naires remembers Wing's sacrifice, as 
revealed in JLA #103. Sorry about that. 


_ Month; Green Arrow's:gets 


to_us but we'll see. Other thoughts. 


Tornado, and Nightshade. We just rein 
‘troduced Capt, Atom to the world so his: 
Meonmiane crs tie oooh : 
3 is New title, ing Next 
covered in 


COMING ATTRACTIONS 

Next month we present twin tales of 
terror, $0 to speak. First webring you the 
day the Deadman died. Find out what led 
to his fatal shooting in a new story by 
Andy Helfer, Kevin Maguire (the hot 
new artist on JUSTICE LEAGUE) and 
Dick Giordano. We.also just witnessed 
the resurrection of the Spectre in his 
‘own new title. Well, how did that all 
happen? Roy and Michael T. Gitbert (of 
Elric and Mr. Monster tame) present the 
‘story plus his first cases. You won't 
want toemiss a moment of next issue, 
will you? 

Finally, this. issue's. creators, John 
‘Ostrander and Luke McDonnell, can be 
found within SUICIDE SQUAD #1, on 
sale irtjust two short weeks. Inker Dave 
Hunt reteams with Keith Gitfen'for the 
new DR. FATE mini-series, aisogebut- 
ing next month. of 

‘See you next time and until ther keep. 


‘smiting! Ss 
Bob Greenberger 


